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| Patll Not
“a national
calamity

State sought 2500 cr,
Centre announces
Rs 500 cr flood relief

Exprass News Service
Bhubanaswar, Septamber 23

UMION Home Minister Shivraj Patil's belated visit
to Origsa te take stock of the flood situation and an-
nouncement of Rs 300 cr financial assistance has
again brought to the fore the step-motherly treatment
meted out to the State by the Centre. Patil also de-
clined to declare the flood as a national calamity,
The Centre onse towards the floods i the
hick oul to be worse than the calami.
stark contrast to Bihar floods for
which.an assistance of Rs 1,000 crr was announced
presmptly, Bos Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
mi Congress dent Sonia Gandhi visited the
[Toncl-affected areas in Bihar
In the case of Orissa, there was no response from

the Centre for zix long days even though the flood af
frcted 37.5 lakh people and left 1.25 lakh people ma-
rooned in B2T villapes, The State Government had 1nd-
Lially sought an assistance of Re 1800 cr from the Cen-
tre, but today it revised it to Rs 2500 cr, Patil, who ad-
dressed 11mrlin|1L-:-::nu5 here after making an aerial

survey of the four worst affected districts of Puri,
L nl‘m:h Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur, also declined

] » flnoed as national calamity as demand-
ster Naveen Patnaik.

There is nothing like a natlonal calamity, Patil said
and added that there was a big debate on the issue
snom after the 1992 super-eyclone, There was a cotm-
parison between Latur earthquake in Maharasttra
mmil the supercyclone, he said, Asked how does he de-
serile the Orissa disaster, he said a big calamily has

| taken place and a lot of damage has been done.
| mever, the financial asslstanee announcesd by
| Patil is seen as inadeqguate by many as the damage to
| road and other infrastructure, ineluding buildings,
would he over Be 1000 cr,
Patil =aid the State Government has launchesd re-
lief operations for the flood-affected and provided
ary sheleer till thelir houses are reconstroet-
vl He saifd the Prime Minister could not visit the
flood-affected areas as he is out of the countey to at-
ciud the genetal bedy meeting of the UN,
The Home Minister reviewed the situation at a high-
el meating after returning from the aerial survey
| Waveen and senior officials attonded.
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Flaod -affectad villagers hagoling over relief an a National Highway at Telshpur i Puri districe.







