
The night everything went under water..

On the night of 18th September a frantic call from AID Odisha coordinator Jagannath who was 
visiting his native place of Banki gave us the first indication of the gravity of the situation. As the 
water kept rising the coastal towns of Banki, Cuttack, Pipli etc. along with thousands of villages 
came under the threat of total devastation.

Districts most affected by the recent floods courtesy Orissa Disaster Mitigation Authority 
(OSDMA)

On 20th the report from Banki was as follows:

Banki is on the hand of the GOD. No Government, No Organization, No body can help it out to save Banki. This is the  
most hard-hit, devastative, dangerous flood in river MAHANANDI that rocked Banki this time. The People of Banki have 
been left to their destiny to suffer, struggle & perish. There is absolutely chaos in every where. I have never witnessed  
such a flood which created so much havoc in the minds of the people. Almost all places of Banki, every inch of Banki  
are submerged under water. Even flood water has entered in my own house in Banki Town. The people are not  
prepared to face this natural calamity. Perhaps nobody anticipated that flood could be so severe.  Authorities are  
trying to handle the situations but they can in their turn do nothing. Relief & Rescue work virtually shattered, could not  
be expeditiously handled. It is an up hill task to supply & distribute relief at almost every place simultaneously. This the  
worst hit natural calamity, Banki ever faced. Even it surpassed the 1982 flood in terms of water volume. This flood has  
also the potential to cripple and paralyze the economy of Banki. Banki is predominantly agricultural based. All the  
agricultural fields where the harvest is due around the October are now under water. People at some places have lost  
every belonging. People and cattle are taking shelter on the high lands. Most flood prone Villages had been evacuated.  
Health & hygienic problem is acute. Drinking water problem is even more acute.

It all started with a breaking news announcement on all news channel that an unprecedented flood 
disaster was looming for Orissa on 18th September. It was relatively dry weather in coastal Orissa as 
the depression had moved in land after wide spread rain in al coastal districts. No one suspected that 



the depression will carry so much moisture even after moving in land and concentrate all its 
downpour in the upper catchment of Mahanadi in a way that would create once in a 50 year floods 
in the coastal plains of Odisha bringing untold misery to countless millions. Whether it was the 
sheer volume of downpour or mis-management of the Hirakud dam's holding capacity, the flood 
waters rose and created havoc in more than 3 million people's lives.

Latest toll from the floods as of 24th September are as follows:

No of Districts affected: 18

N

No of Blocks affected: 120
No of GP affected: 1445
No. of Village affected : 5321
No. of population affected : 3806931

3

Human Casualty: 34
Breaches in river embankments: 90 (in Puri, Jagatsighpur, Kendrapara,
Cuttack and Khurda)

On 24th I could finally manage to visit Banki by road (only about 50 or so kms from BBSR) as the 
flood water receded. While the connection from Cuttack was completely cut off due to the collapse 
of the bridge on Rana (a tributory of Mahanadi) the connection from Khurda remained cut off for 
almost 4 days. As I approached Banki, I could see the marks left by flood water in the bebris 
hanging from trees and the sea of water still covering what was once vast rice fields. As you 
approach Banki, the devastation is visible from at least 15 kms away from Baghamari onwards with 
sheet of water in the horizon as far as one could see. From Dhansara onwards the roads boar the 
brunt of the flood and showed the signs of the amount of water that stood every where not very long 
ago. Luckily the breaches that occured near Banki town which is right on the Mahanadi bank was 
up stream from the town and most of the water came through the tributary Rana river and inundated 
a vast area including the banki town of more than 50000 people where the water level was up to at 
least a story high. The only saving grace as the embankment held up, the water rose relatively 
slowly and gave people a chance to escape to safer places living behind all valuables. As I entered 
the town, it was a scene reminiscent of the Super cyclone in 1999. Every one was busy drying their 
lost content – books, clothes, straw, household items on the road as the sun had made its first 
appearance in days. The government offices, schools, bank, post office all bore the brunt of roof 
high water. There was still water surrounding most pucca building waiting to be pumped before the 
facilities could be accessed. In the chaos of the flood aftermath the block office was ransacked by 
hungry villagers who took away the entire stock of rice and food items with government making 
post flood relief work really painful.

Jagannath's own house (which is a large mud house with thatch roof) where his family of widowed 
mother, uncle and aunt with their 3 children lived jointly was sorry site as it just about hung there 
with all the walls having collapsed. His family lived with a neighbour with a pucca house. His uncle 
– a heart patient was inconsolable as his entire live's savings had literally gone to the water in front 
of his eyes.

As I visited the nearest cyclone shelter, about 80 families (mostly SC and ST community) lived 
their with almost as many children. It also doubled up as the block resource center and Pratham's 
block coordinator Santosh (an energetic young man) lived in the same complex. Right from the 
night of the flood he was engaged in rescue and relief with about 10 committed village volunteers 
he managed to organise. It was heartening to see Santosh organising activities for the children who 
had lost everything and didn't know when they will be able to return to their village.

The village Harirajpur is a harijan village, where Pratham used to manufactire chalk with the help 
of some women for the Summer Learning Camps. It was a sorry sight to see the house completely 
devastated with all the equipment, raw materials used in chalk making wasted in the flood water. 



Months of pain staking work was gone in one night.

As we approached the Rana river, the sight of the bridge linking Banki and Cuttack – a British 
vintage steel structure was completely in water – still gushing at a high speed as the flood water 
rushed back to the river. I was told the story of the two youth who lost their lives trying to cross the 
river which is normally only 30 feet or so wide. They are wait to trace the bodies.

In all this destruction and mayhem, I could still see the wall writing of “Read Odisha – Build 
Odisha” staring at us.. We have been encouraging Odisha children to read – now its time to build.

Efforts by AID Odisha and Pratham
The first news of flood As the news of the devastation caused by the floods started pouring in from 
the field from Pratham volunteers in various blocks, it was decided to assess the flood situation by 
mobilising volunteers who are part of Read Odisha campaign. Many of our district coordinators 
trapped by the flood helped in the immediate rescue and relief on their own. As request for help 
poured from all around, it was decided that Pratham and AID will concentrate on assisting our 
volunteers to mobilise and move in to the worst affected areas and assist government and other 
agencies engaged flood relief. Initial report from Jajpur, Puri, Khorda and Cuttack indicated large 
number of our volunteers had suffered damage to their houses and family. Some had lost 
everything. The survivors engaged in helping their community to get back on their feet. Emergency 
relief in form of dry food was rushed to a few locations such as Bailish Mauza, Balipatana and 
Banki, but in most locations relief was organised locally. In many places our volunteers have helped 
administration in distributing halogen tablets, bleaching powder etc, with help of government

A detailed report on the work done is being compiled and would be circulated soon. Details of the 
flood related information is being uploaded to a specially set up web page at 
http://orissafloods.wordpress.com thanks to the prompt help of Sri Lalit Patel – an ex-student.

http://orissafloods.wordpress.com/


Work with other groups
While the support of AID has been primarily used for work through the Pratham network 
volunteers, work has also been undertaken with other local groups engaged in emergency relief. A 
summary of work done is given below. A large component of this work is through resources 
mobilised locally through collection from public. AID and Pratham have been part of this by 
providing volunteers as well as small financial help to the common funds for procurement of food 
item.

Collection so far -
1) Trishakti Nari Samiti, Barmunda- Khichudi (Cooked rice) - 1500 packets
2) Mass Collection from Market Building - Rs 4500/ cash and cloth worth-Rs.5000/
3) AID India and Pratham volunteer support - Rs. 5000/-
4) Employees of Reliance, Bhubaneswar - 500 packets of dry food
containing Chida, biscuits, bread, sugar etc in each packets.
5) Unnayan - Rs.10,000/
6) Collection from individuals - Rs.1030/-
7) Open Learning System - 1400 cooked food packets
8) Chuda (flattened rice) packets from different people/organisation

Distribution
23.0908 Cooked food distribution in Dadha GP and Balianta- Balipatna of Khurda Dist
24.09.08 Dry food distribution at Luna-Karandia, Kendrapara
Dry food distribution at Nimapara
Dry food distribution at Kanas
Dry food distribution at Delanga
Cooked food distribution at Balianta-Balipatna
Medical Camp near Pandra 25.09.08
Dry food sent to Pichikuli, near Banki
Dry food sent to Luna karandia, Kendrapara
Dry food sent to 22 Mauza, Cuttack
Health camp going on at Pipili

Mass Collection
We went for mass collection at Market Building and got good response. Within two hours we 
collected Rs 4,500/ cash and cloth Worth Rs.5000/. There were around 50 volunteers with us with 
banners.. The first person who donated Rs2/- was a vendor boy who sells "sunpampdi" in the 
market. When we are about to start the collection, the boy came to us and asked us, " what for is 
this?". When we said this is for flood relief, he put his hand in his pocket and brought out two 
rupees coin and put it in the cloth stretched for collecting donations. We need these kind of public 
response at this point of time- which is the need of the hour. AID's support and Pratham's volunteers 
have been a big help for these kind of initiatives.

Dhanada Kanta
for AID Odisha and Pratham
27th September 2008



Satellite image of area damaged in Mahanadi floods

Satellite image of Mahanadi at Banki before it enters the coastal plain and splits in to many.



Closer picture of Banki town.

Satellite imaged showing the location of the destroyed bridge.



Main road of Banki after a day of the flood.


